
Summer Reading Recommendations 
FOR Middle Schoolers BY Middle Schoolers 

 
The following recommendations were the most common among the 100+ DMS students who completed 

an online survey.  All descriptions are courtesy of the students and asterisks indicate a series. Enjoy! 

    
 

Harry Potter* 
 
A boy goes to a magic 
school where he must 
face many problems and 
grows up each book. The 
main problem is the 
villain, Lord Voldemort. 

 

Chains 
 
Set in New York during 
the revolutionary war, it 
follows Isabel as an 
enslaved person who 
works for a rich cruel 
couple. 

 

And Then There Were 
None 

 
Ten strangers, each lured 
to Indian Island by a 
mysterious host, begin to 
accuse each other of 
murder. The guests begin 
to share their darkest 
secrets until they begin to 
die. 

 

Komi Can't 
Communicate 

 
It's a charming story 
about a girl who can't talk 
and her journey to make 
100 friends. 

 

 

Land of Stories* 
 
Twins Alex and Connor 
find their grandmother's 
book titled "Land of 
Stories" that takes them 
to a fantasy world of all 
different princesses and 
fantasy characters. 
Through the series, they 
go through multiple 
adventures together. 

 

The War that Saved my 
Life 

 
It takes place during 
WWII, and follows a girl 
named Ada and her 
younger brother as they 
flee to the countryside. 
There's just one catch, 
Ada has a clubfoot. 

 

A Good Girl's Guide to 
Murder 

 
It’s about a girl who starts 
a true crime podcast 
inspired by her senior 
capstone project. The 
first book is about finding 
out what really happened 
to Sal Singh and Andie 
Bell. Detectives and 
police think Sal killed 
Andie, but the main 
character Pip doesn't 
think so. 

 

Wonder 
 
Wonder is about a boy 
Treacher Collins 
Syndrome, where his face 
is distorted. He has just 
joined middle school and 
he's very scared. He 
wears a space helmet to 
cover his face. Little does 
he know; he makes lots of 
friends. 

 

Keeper of Lost Cities* 
 
It's a long series full of 
twists and turns with a 
little bit of comedy and 
romance. Sophie Foster 
discovers that her entire 
life is a lie, and that a 
dangerous new 
organization is after her. 

 

Allies 
 
In this multi-perspective 
novel, fighters—including 
kids—come together on 
D-Day, June 6, 1944, to 
attack Hitler and the Axis 
powers. 

 

Charlie Thorn and the 
Last Equation 

 
Charlie Thorn is a 13-
year-old genius who is 
pulled into the CIA's 
ongoing mission by a 
former acquaintance. It's 
really funny, and as of 6/5 
there will be 3 books in 
the series. 

 

Holes 
 
Stanley is sent to boot 
camp where he tries to 
escape. 



    
 

The Hunger Games* 
 
Katniss is in district 12 
and takes her sister's 
place in the brutal 
Hunger Games where 
children must fight to 
the death. Will Katniss 
survive? 

 

Coraline 
 
It is about a girl who 
thinks her life is lame 
and then discovers a 
literal new life. 

 

Treasure Island 
 

A boy goes on a 
treasure hunt but 
experiences mutiny, 
thrills, and being 
scared. It was written 
in the 1880s and is a 
classic adventure story. 

 
Shackleton 

 
It is a story of arctic 
adventurer, 
Shackleton, and his 
leadership in extreme 
situations. It is told by 
Sir Ranulph Fiennes 
who repeats 
Shackleton’s famous 
expeditions.  

 

The Tripods* 
 
It is in a dystopian 
setting where these 
tripod aliens take over 
the planet to force 
people into labor and 
are brainwashed. It is 
about a kid and two 
friends he meets along 
the way while running 
from these bots and 
trying to survive. 

 
Scary Stories to Tell in 

the Dark* 
 
A collection of stories 
that will keep you 
entertained. Some are 
silly and others are a 
little scary. It’s good for 
younger audiences. 
 

 
Masterminds 

 
This book is full of 
suspense, making it 
almost a mystery as 
well. It's even a tiny bit 
sci-fi. The author is a 
really great author 
(Gordon Korman). 

 

Courage To Soar 
 

It is about Simone 
Biles’s life from early 
childhood to being the 
best gymnast in the 
world. 

 

Dune* 
 
This series is extremely 
good, but probably too 
advanced for a lot of 
people. If you read it, 
read past the 1st half 
of the 1st book, that 
part is very boring, but 
the 2nd half of the 1st 
book is one of the best 
things I've read. 

 
The Darkest Minds* 

 
It’s about a mysterious 
illness that spreads 
across America, killing 
90-95% of the children 
it infects. The ones 
who survive, however, 
discover they are 
developing powers 
There's mystery, 
comedy, romance, 
action, and much 
more. 

 
Percy Jackson* 

 
It’s about a boy, Percy, 
who is a demigod (son 
of a god) and he goes 
on many quests, and 
even finds love. It 
starts out bold with a 
hook that will keep you 
turning the pages. It’s 
one of the best series 
I’ve ever read! 

 
The Book of Gutsy 

Women 
 
It's by Hillary Clinton 
and her daughter. It's 
sort of a biography, but 
every chapter is about 
an outstanding woman 
who did something 
GUTSY. 

 


